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QUBE PORTS — MARITIME UNION OF AUSTRALIA 
Statement by Minister for Ports 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Ports) [2.06 pm]: The Maritime Union of Australia, a division 
of the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union, has been negotiating with Qube Ports Pty Ltd 
since June 2020 for a new enterprise agreement to cover employees at Qube’s Fremantle facility. 
On 8 July 2021, the Fair Work Commission approved an MUA application to conduct a proposed protected action 
ballot of Qube employees. This was then approved by a majority of the employees, with industrial action at Qube’s 
Fremantle facility having been ongoing since 30 July 2021. The industrial action related to this dispute is causing 
delays and disruption at the port, and consequently has resulted in disruption to the Western Australian economy. Of 
particular concern to the Western Australian government is the impact of port delays on specific industries in the 
state, including the agricultural, mining and construction sectors. We have been approached by representatives from 
a number of these industries. The state government is not a party to this dispute as it is governed by the commonwealth 
Fair Work Act 2009. 
In contrast to the Western Australian state industrial relations system, which provides an avenue for the state 
government to refer matters expeditiously to the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission to facilitate 
resolution of disputes, the federal industrial relations system provides fewer and more complex opportunities for 
the state to formally intervene. The Fair Work Act 2009 does, however, provide for the Fair Work Commission to 
make orders on its own initiative to terminate protected industrial action on the grounds that the action: is causing 
or is threatening to cause significant economic harm to the employer and employees who will be covered by the 
agreement under section 423; or has threatened, is threatening or would threaten to cause significant damage to 
the Australian economy or an important part of it under section 424. Given that this protracted dispute is now in 
its eleventh week and there does not appear to be any progress in the matter, today I have written to the Fair Work 
Commission to encourage the commission to deal with this matter on its own initiative. I have also alerted the 
federal government to this approach. 
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